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DHS TRAINING MATERIALS

According to the Institute for Business and
Home Safety, only 39% of businesses have an
emergency plan in place and an estimated 25
percent of businesses do not reopen following
a major disaster. To make matters worse, the
number of major disasters more than doubled
in the 1990s.

The Department of Home-
land Security recently
released a 0Ready Business
Mentoring Guide,0 and the
Pittsburgh Regional Busi-
ness Coalition is making
copies available to local
businesses in the form
of a disaster planning
workbook.
""""" 0This represents one of
the Coalitionds newest
initiatives in foster-
ing and strengthening
Pittsburghds ability
to help owners and
managers of small and
medium-sized businesses prepare their busi-
nesses for disaster,0 said Coalition Executive
Director Mike Comiskey.
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One element of the program is Sample Emer-
gency Plan worksheets to help businesses
gauge their position and preparedness in
dealing with crises. Furthermore, the Sample
Emergency Plan stresses the importance of
adding emergency planning to the list of
priority items that owners and managers need
to consider, while providing a realistic under-
standing of the commitment and resources
needed to continue developing their plan.
OPlan to Stay in Businesso, 0Talk to Your
People6 and oProtect Your Investmento are
three topics that are covered.

0The guide is free and available to any re-
gional business owner. It offers a simple and
commonsense framework of steps business
owners can take in anticipation of an emer-
gency,6 Comiskey comments. 0The urgency
of emergency planning in the Pittsburgh com-
munity cannot be overlooked.6

Contact the Coalition at 412.392.2416 for a
free copy or email mcomiskey@pittsburghco
alitionforsecurity.org
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