In just over two years, the Coalition
has moved forward with an ag-
gressive agenda to; reinforce the
awareness of the need for disaster
planning within our region’s busi-
nesses, produce disaster plan-
ning resource materials, form
a strong partnership with
our region’s emergency
managers and launch
programs through which
the region’s business

community can show
its support for and ap-
preciation to or region’s
responders. We’re proud
of the progress we’ve
made in all these areas.
In particular, we’re
excited about
2 new key initiatives that
support both the business
community as well as our

region’s emergency respond-

the Coalition will dedicate
much of its 2007 time and
effort to their successful

implementation.

ers. Due to their importance,

PARR

The first initiative addresses our goal of
providing business support to our emergency
rsponders. The Private Assets for Region
Responders (PARR) project asks businesses
to pledge assets, both physical as well as
personnel, to a centralized data base. These
assets, will be available for use by our
Region 13 emergency responders in time of
need, such as a county or region emergency.
Region 13 emergency management will be
able to search the PARR data base for assets,
such as trucks, pumps or sand bags, as well
as personnel with unique skilss, such as ra-
diolological or chemical expertise. This ini-
tiative is a demonstrable way for the region’s
business community to show its support of
our region responders. PARR will leverage
the region’s investment in the Knowledge
Center, used first during the 2006 All Star
Game, to create an interactive resources data
base to compliment those already in place

covering region 13 public sector assets.

Initial informational meetings with each
county’s emergency management representa-
tives were completed in April. The Coalition

is now reaching out to businesses through
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out region 13 to solicit needed assets and
them into the data base. The
Coalition has undertaken both

inputting

the communications and data
inputting efforts to keep the
burden of program imple-
mentation off our extremely
busy emergency responders.
The projected system “go
live” date is May 21.

BECON
Another significant un-
dertaking is our work to
establish a critical piece of
the communication pipe-
line through establishing
the Business Emergency
Communications Network (BECON). This
network, initially email based, will serve as
a communications link from our region’s
emergency managers to the business commu-
nity. Businesses who sign up and provide a
contact person and email address will receive
business specific communications. This com-
munications can come both when something
of interest to the business community comes
to the attention of our emergency managers,

or in the time of county or region emergency..

MERCER

[LAWRENCE,

WASHINGTON

We will piggy back the PARR program, and
the many business contacts we will make dur-
ing its implementation, to aid in the imple-
mentation of BECON.

These initiatives will spotlight Region 13
and highlight the continued partnerships

that make the Coalition so strong. The broad
implementation of PARR and BECON across
all 13 counties of Region 13 gives the Coali-
tion a great vehicle to broaden its reach and
truly be a resource and support to all region

businesses.

For more information about PARR and
BECON, visit the Region 13

Emergency Management website at
www.pa-regionl3.org or the Coalition’s web

site at www.pittsburghcoalitionforsecurity.org
of call me at 412-392-2416.

The National experience in disaster preparedness demonstrates that readiness, above

all, is about effective efficient communication and the ability to readily identify and
distribute community assets, personal and otherwise, to cope with the emergency.Once
more the Pittsburgh Regional Business Coalition for Homeland Security and Region 13 are
demonstrating that they are at the forefront of preparedness planning. Coupled with the
Regions emerging capacity to employ electronically based health care situational disaster
awareness, both PARR and BECON are leading the way in making Pittsburgh and Region

13 the “Safest’ in America.

Loren H. Roth M.D. Chairman of the Board,

Pittsburgh Regional Business Coaliton for Homeland Security,
Sr. Vice President, Quality Care and Chief Medical Officer, UPMC.
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UPDATED 2007 DISASTER
PLANNING RESOURCES

Our resource materials continue to
be offered free of charge. We
have updated to a 2007
version of the disaster
planning resource
manual as well as

an updated Disas-

ter Planning CD.

New for 2007, in

large part due to the
business community’s
high level of interest in
the subject, is a Pandemic
Influenza Planning CD. These

cd’s are jam-packed with information

to assist our region’s businesses with better
understanding particular threats to our region
as well as resource links, practices put in
place relative pandemic influenza planning
and guidelines on preparing general or threat
specific disaster plans. The information can
save businesses both time and money when

it comes to disaster planning. The positive
feedback we have received from companies
affirms the value of last years cd and we hope
this years 2 cd package also proves of benefit.
A request for these cds can be found in the

Media Center of the Coalition’s web site.

We know the work of the Coalition has only
begun in earnest and it is with zeal and com-
mitment we will continue to work toward
making the region the “Safest in America.”
The PARR and BECON initiatives are just
two of the stepping stones.

Your comments and suggestions are always

welcome.

Respectfully,

P e

Mike Comiskey

nning fnfor

COALITION RESOURCES
AND HIGHLIGHTS

Coalition Featured on

Comcast Television

Mike Comiskey was the guest speaker on Comcast’s Community Organization Profile,
and he spoke about the Coalition mission and goals. The video link can be found on

the Coalition website.

Coalition Featured in

Security Magazine

The story about the creation and uniqueness of the business/community collaboration
of the Coalition was featured in Access Control & Security Systems magazine. The

link to the story is http://www.securitysolutions.com/mag/security_collaboration_
works/index.html

Pittsburgh Business Times

Read about how member company, SSI Services is supporting the Coalition to build
the BECON communication network in the April PBT article. You can download the
complete PDF from the website.

New Website for the Coalition
Now offering more resource links and updated information, the Coalition website has
been redesigned. Business can also register online for both PARR and BECON.

Check out the new site at www.pittsburghcoalitionforsecurity.org
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TOUR THE COALITION'S NEW WEBSITE

If you haven’t visited the site recently, * Background information on the

you’ll be surprised! The new site is revised Coalition’s goals and mission.

and easier to navigate. Information is well e The Media Center contains current news
organized and buttons on the home page will of interest, Coalition newsletters, and
provide you with: disaster planning CD links. All informa-

tion is downloadable.

* Membership information is under the

e “Join the Coalition” button.

* Disaster planning resource material can
be ordered online at no charge.
Simply fill out the form and hit the
“send” button.

» Companies can also learn how to par-
ticipate in both the PARR and BECON

programs.

Encourage businesses to visit the new site
and if you haven’t already done so, add a

hyperlink to your company’s home page.

Feedback on the site is always encouraged

totmation & rsoucen Mk Contet Pl g gl e s Coallin ot

o He oot Secu sy 59 and welcome.

FIRST PARR PARTICIPANTS

The Coalition would like to recognize our first three companies which pledged assets to the PARR program.
Westinghouse Electric and First Energy Beaver Valley Power Station, both founding members of the Coalition,
joined the PARR effort in keeping with their tremendous continuing support of the Coalition and its programs.

A more recent, but no less enthusiastic member, Inter TECH Security, has also committed to the program providing
some uniquely skilled individuals to our personnel assets.
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